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i. At the request of ee following: ques- 
tions esncerning the Liability of an (@mployee of the 035 
for dunages resulting from en aubomohlle acoldent caused 
by his own neglisence while acting in the scope of his 
anployment wete checked: . See e Es 


(a) whother any Congressional act exonerated 
rederal eavloyees from Liability te third parties 
under Gcuolh Girocunstences; 2 


(>) whether Congress had by special sot 
alicved individuel eaployees from such liability. 


| 


8, sith regurd to the first point, « general statute 
gtthorived seads of Federal departments to adjust claims 


orising frou toe tact or omission" off United states officers 

oY @opiereea: in territories where th@ United States. has 
extroberritoriol jurisdiction (31 U.S. 0. 224a),. The 
roptusgcer Ganerel may specifically settle sven those 

Claims (up vo 2500 din amount, arising frou the nsgligonce 

of Post Office ecployess acting in the scope of their eaploy- 
went (SLU. o. OC. 2i4c). The jAttornpy General can also 

settle cleiug egainct FBI agants, who were not acting in _ 

the seo.s of thelr cnupioymont (SLU. Se Ce #R4d). On the © 
other hound, the Seorctary of War cannot settle clains . 
arising (ro. the negligence of war Dopartment employees. 

iSl U. 2. G. BeSb; ses alse Db. G. Celle, coc. 1-962 /£0:1037), 
It will be noted thet none of these titatutes relieve the ae 
explhoyas of any personal liability for his negligence te. | 
o perpen injured theredy. " . at ee 


3. fs Yecunt Supreme Court decision reaffirms the 
prinoipie thet eveu public {ustruventalities or public 
ofricars are individually liable as agents for their 
own negiigeuce. Srady v. Roosevelt 55 Co., OL? UO. Se 
575, @’ L. Sd. 471, 63 Sup. Ct. 425, rev. 126 F (24) _ 
16S, certicrarl granted O17 U. 5S, 609, 63 Sup. ct. 54, 

BP iL. ud. 492, certiorari ésnied Roosevelt 55 Go. Vv. Brady, 
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SLE U. Ge 705, 63 Sup. Ct. A320, 87 1, Ra. 1914, - 
rahoering denied, BLEU, 3, 799, 68 Sup. Ot. 859, [ 
wT dee EG. 1165 (1942). In that ¢ase the administratrix 
oF Lhe estate of a customs offielal waco was killed as _ 
Che rcvult of the breaking of a defective rung ina .- 
dudder while boarding a V6Ssel operated for the °° 
Luitlea Utetes eritine Co.wissioner, its owner, by 
the geosevalt .S Co., a private agengy, sued the 
Stuancnip coupany for damages under the Guite in =. 
s@isiralty Aaet. It was originally held that o mardétue 
tort was involved; that under the act the renedy was 
exclusively egainst the United Btates or the United | 
Cbtrtves aaritiwe Counlustion, TRO Supreme Court re~- ie 
versed this, holding that the intention of the Aot 
WEE Lerely to prevent the United Staten shipping fron 
being tied up by ae Libel in rem, and not to deprive ae 
the Liabiiity of private agents. for thelr torts,  . ih 
“Ze dusties Doustes sata: 0% pe 


“she llebliity ef an egent for his own negligense 
lus lone bee: enbeddad 13 the dow. "Quinn ¥. South. . 
gute iiclvon Co., if] F £2) 190, is a rocent ADDLAw | 
Cation of thet principle toa Situation very clone 
to Vn present one, But the pringiple ig-an |... 
encdont one and applies ven te certain acts of | 

pubile ocifieers oy publig: instrumestalities,. AB 

Stuvee. in jloen uhipvards C o Vs imergenay Floot 


aan : 
it 
Vie 


‘AD Lustrunentality 
eovarriucnt he nlgnt be and for the mreatest euds, 
but vhe ugent, because he ig agent, does not cease 


/ b@ Giewerable for his ucte,'* 


: &- ‘he caue principle 19 affirned by implication in - 

15 C. G. 929 (19365). In that cash.an suployesof. the. -. 

_ Sureen of Entomology and Plen} Guisentines w= see ae atte 

“ment automesiie to such aon extent that after repairs and: 
sole the net loss to the Goverinmalit was £58.80, which waa | 
Gecided to ‘se chergeablo to the employes. The accident, _. 
hovever, ocourred at ea tins when the eavloyes was not on. 
Official business. In 14 Ge Ge R11 (1954) ,an indorser 
bani raofuse:l Liability on «a cheek oashei to en imposter, 
chereing thu Goverument with dachis, but it wan dectdea 
that laches mich. not be charged ugainct the soverelan, 

anc what the Government is not linble for the nonfeasance, -- 
wisfessanoe or negligence of its effieers, citing Cooke v,- . 
Ue ce, BLU. 5, oe, O06, German Hank v. U.S. 148 U. 5, 875, 
‘S78. In 1b c. c,. 503 (1940), discussing the Liability of . 
the if: for dousse to private PIGLSTrty caused by. the 
neg-eigence cof ofA werkers acting in the scope of their 
Gtpioyiuent, it is stated, that "in, the absenus of a@ 
“peeifie statutory provision the dovernment igs not 
dinble for less or dauwages resulting froa the neslivgont 
act of its officers or eiployses", citing the Ferman Lane 
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Lorgenoy Helis! Appropriation ‘dot of 1939 and See. 20 
Of the Aon af 1938, allowing ‘WPA, Commtssioner and New — 
York: Adwinistrater to adjust’ old¢ims up to $800. It” 
would seei to follow that in thd absence of contrary 
logicletion, govarnusent muployeds renain liable to 

filtd peroons injured by thelr torts, ~- 


Ye ith regard to iE spond point, there 
appear to be no private congresdional acts relieving 
Federal enployees froa liability in cases where the. 
Goraornmeat hed sattled ¢laims atising from their nagligence, 
or in casos where judgnents had ‘been obtained against 
then perscuelly. There are humarous private acts con 
ponsating ctrivate individuale tor injuries suffered as 
the reoult. cf nesligence of govarnnent employees, Sae \- 
Tor inwteree the Act of april 14, 1937 (Ch. 85, Sec. 420, 
Privote 27). paying £5000 to one A. D. Raupton for tha 
Qesath of <¢ shiié kilied ty ar automobile operated by a 
CuC eaployee, whe is neither named nor relloved. See. 
also the Act of April 15, 1937 (ich. 96, Sec, S18, Frivate 
39), awarding 72500 to Edward and Aurelia Garcia for _ 
Gisnages caused by ea CCC truck driven by Jokn House; there 

“a uO set relleviag House whatever. ee a 
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